For Official Release

PR 001-09022022
Office of the Governor
Utulei, American Samoa
September 2, 2022

"Deliver
Constitution
~tPeople

COMMUNICATIONS
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
AMERICAN SAMOA GOVERNMENT

6"‘ CONSTITUTIONAL
CONVENTION
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6th Constitutional Convention

fiwWe are far from establishing a perfect government, however
prayers of our people, we are sure to be closer

On Monday, August 29, 2022, an official opening ceremony of the 6th Constitutional Convention

was held at the Governor Rex. E. Lee Auditorium in
Constitutional Convention of 2022 that was signed on August 25, 2022. Honorable guests

included Governor Lemanu Mauga, Lieutenant Governor Talauega Ale, Congresswoman

Uifa'atali Aumua Amata, Department of Interior Assistant Secretary for Insular and International

Affairs Carmen G. Cantor and Director of Policy Basil Ottley, President of the Senate Tuaolo

Manaia Fruean, Speaker of the House Savali Talavou Ale, Paramount Chief Mauga Asuega,

Chief Justice Michael Kruse and 129 respective delegates (each district was represented by a

mixture of elected officials, village council members, and members of the general community.)

AThi s ver yysga futbreand theg
success of American Samoa. The 129
respective delegates will deliberate on
issues that will move American Samoa
forward, 0 stated Go v
welcoming remarks. Hi
far from establishing a perfect government, I
however, with the foresight of these [
leaders, along with the prayers of our
people, we are sure to be closer to our
goal . o

In her first official travel of Assistant
Secretary, Carmen G. Cantor offered best
and well wishes as a guestinamomentousoccasi on. filn scheduling Ameri ceé
official journey, | was not just eager to take in the fable beauty of your homeland, and the generous
spirits and strong character of American Samoa, 0

She continued |, il al so want ed t o set f oot on your i s



responsibility entrusted to the Department of Interior from implementing the federal relationship
with you, our fellow Americans. 0 A usmessldntdaybnal av
of the Con-Con.

On Tuesday, August 30, 2022, official business began

with 129 respective delegates taking oath to the task

ahead. Delegates swore to Asup|
true faith and allegiance to the Constitution of the

United States, 0 anlduplioldthé | wel |
laws of the United States applicable to American

Samoa, and the Constitution and laws of American

Samoa. 0

As a result of Day 2, Rule 1 and Rule 2 were
unanimously passed with minor modifications, and
the election of the following leadership. Chairman
Honorable Tuaolo M.E. Fruean, Vice Chairman Honorable Faiivae Iuli A. Godinet, and Secretary
Honorable Tidal emasunu Dr . Etual e Mikael e.

As of Thursday, September 1, 2022, delegates from the Constitutional Convention have passed
six amendments. The total eight amendments proposed by the Constitutional Review Committee
are as follows:
1. ASG Amendment
Removing all references to our local government as Government of American Samoa and
insert American Samoa Government in its place.
2. Veto Override Amendment
Removing the authority of the Secretary of Interior to approve or disapprove a bill passed
by the Legislature over the Governorods veto.
3. Chief Justice Amendment
Transferring the powers to appoint the Chief Justice from the Secretary of Interior to the
American Samoa Government.
4. Secretary of Interior Amendment
Ceasing the Secretarybdés power to review, overt
of the High Court of American Samoa.
5. Impeachment Amendment (Also known as Accountability Amendment)
Adding an impeachment clause which is a crucial tool for holding government officers
accountable for violations of the law and abuse of power.
6. American Samoa Ancestry Amendment (AlsoknownasThe Peopl d6s Choi ce
Ensuring the constitution protects the lands, language, and Samoan way of life for persons
of American Samoa ancestry and does not apply generally to other Samoas who are not
of American Samoa ancestry.
7. Constitutional Process Amendment
Removing the authority of the U.S. Secretary of Interior to approve amendments and



introducing a new process whereby amendments can be approved by at least two-thirds
of votes cast at the general election.
8. House Membership Amendment
Reapportionment and add r epr eslauta) Représentattre t o | t u
Districts and change the total number of Representatives.
The following amendments and its entirety have been unanimously passed:

0 Government of American Samoa to American Samoa Government
0 Veto Override

0 Chief Justice

0 Secretary of Interior

Delegates of the Con-Con have made madifications to the following passed amendments:
The Impeachment Amendment clause shall only include the Governor and Lieutenant Governor.
Chief Justice, Assistant Chief Justice, Associate Judges and District Judges have been removed.

On the issue of reappropriation of membership to the House of Representatives, resulted in the
addition of one representative to both District N

Fagasa, Mat udu, FiagtarmmieatneMdqg. ah®%l Madupu (composed
Mesepa; Faleniu, Mapusaga Fou, Pavaiai, lliili and Vaitogi). This brings the total representative
in these respective Districts to three each under the The House Membership Amendment. As
echoed by several delegates, uponthefirstCon-Con, t he ori gi nal number of

was 5, and over the years it was changed to 3. The issue was introduced to return the allocation
of Senators for Manub6a bastbroughttoavoteandpassedyi nal t ot al

Upon request of delegates from Mabuputasi, it was
the word, Madupu and Maduput Bhisiwastleo sigpoded pyuthea nd Ma
delegates from Ituau, the Village of Malaeimi was added to District No. 12 Ituau.

On Friday, September 02, 2022, respective delegates proposed additional amendments to be
discussed, including changes to the Swains Island clause. It was unanimously passed that Swains
Island representatives shall have privileges of a member of the House, including the right to vote.
The Ancestry Amendment and the Constitutional Process Amendment has been tabled for further
discussion with the Fono. To officially conclude the 6th Constitutional Convention, about 126 of
129 delegates signed the new document to be on the ballot come election on November 8, 2022.



W

(Attached is the proposed amendment language compiled by the Constitutional Review
Committee).



Otootoga o Suiga Taufaaofi
Proposed Amendment Language

1) The American Samoa Ancestry Amendment
O le Suiga mo Tagata e Tupuga mai i Tua’a Amerika Samoa

Article I, Section 3. Policy protective legislation.

It shall be the policy of the Gevernment-ef~American Samoa Government to
protect persons of American Samoan ancestry against alienation of their
lands and the destruction of the Samoan way of life and language, contrary
to their best interests.

Such legislation as may be necessary may be enacted to protect the lands,
customs, culture, and traditional Samoan family organization of persons of
American Samoan ancestry, and to encourage business enterprises by such
persons.

Vaega I, Maga 3. Tulafono e pupuia ai faiga tausisia.

O le a avea ma faiga tausisia a le Malo o Amerika Samoa le puipiuia o tagata
tupuga mai i tua’a Amerika Samoa le ‘ave’esea o o latou fanua atoa ma le
lepetia o lo latou soifuaga fa’aSamoa, fa’apea ma la latou gagana, pe a 1€
talafeagai ma o latou manuia atoatoa.

E mafai ona faia tulafono tatau mo le puipuiga o laueleele, tu ma agaifanua,

atoa ma faiga maopoopo o aiga faaSamoa o tagata e tupuga mai i tua’a
Amerika Samoa, faapea ma le u’una’iina o le faiga o a latou pisinisi.
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2) The House Reapportionment Amendment
O le Suiga e Toe Faatulaga ai Nofoa o le Maota o Sui

Article II, Section 2. Membership

The House of Representatives shall consist of twenty-
members elected from the following representative districts....

O le Maota o Sui o le a aofia i ai faipule e to*aluasefuta- e
palotaina mai i itumalo faafaipule ua faaalia i lalo ...

Representative District No. 12 Ituau — composed of the Villages of Nu’uuli,
Fagasa, Matuu, Faganeanea,) two—___ Representatives;

Itumalo Faafaipule Nu. 12 Ituau -- aofia ai Nuu o Nu’uuli, Fagasa,
Matuu ma Faganeanea,) ha- Faipule;

Representative District No. 15 Ma’upu — composed of the Villages of
Tafuna, Mesepa; Faleniu, Mapusaga Fou, Pavaiai, Iliili and Vaitogi,)
two-____ Representatives

Itumalo Faafaipule Nu. 15, Ma’upi — aofia ai Nuu o Tafuna, Mesepa,
Faleniu, Mapusaga Fou, Pava’ia’i, Iliili ma Vaitogi,) tua- Faipule;

3) Accountability Amendment
O le Suiga o le Faate’aga

Article II, Section 26. Impeachment

(a) The Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Chief Justice, Associate Justices,
Associate Judges, and District Court Judges are subject to impeachment and,

nvicti removed fi

(b) The I egislature shall provide for the manner, procedure, and causes for
impeachment including for conviction of felonies and for a course of
Otootoga o Suiga Taufaaofi 29







